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Introduction 

The ELPA Initial Screening is designed as a tool in determining eligibility for LEP 
(Limited English Proficient) services at the time of enrollment. When paired with other 
criteria that are used by local schools and districts for eligibility decisions, ELPA Initial 
Screening results can expedite the appropriate instructional placement of students who 
are learning English as a second language. 
 
Like the Spring ELPA, the goal of the ELPA Initial Screening is to measure the English 
language proficiency levels of students to whom the assessment is administered. As a 
result, the ELPA Initial Screening contains all four domains (Listening, Reading, Writing, 
and Speaking). Both oral and written language are included in the assessment of listen-
ing, reading, writing, and speaking skills for academic and social settings. Comprehen-
sion is assessed through the Listening and Reading sections of the ELPA Initial Screening. 
 
Because its test items come from past administrations of the Spring ELPA, Michigan’s 
ELPA Initial Screening is designed to be aligned with the Michigan English Language Pro-
ficiency (ELP) standards, which were approved by the State Board of Education in April 
2004. The ELPA is divided into five grade spans (K, 1-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). These grade 
spans are known as assessment levels and are numbered in Roman numerals from I to V.  
English Language Learners (ELLs) take the ELPA at the assessment level that matches 
their grade of enrollment.  Please note, however, that depending on the time of year 
(the Leaf Cycle or the Snowflake Cycle), the grades that correspond to each assessment 
level may shift.  See the ELPA Initial Screening Directions for Administration for more 
information. 
 
Finally, the overall score is reflective of the proficiency levels that have been set for 
the annual administration of ELPA in spring.  More information about the ELPA Initial 
Screening proficiency levels can be found on page 8. 
 
However, the ELPA Initial Screening has some important differences from the Spring 
ELPA.  First, the ELPA Initial Screening version is shorter in length and designed to be 
scored fully at the time of administration by the assessment administrator or proctor.  
In addition, since materials can be ordered year-round and stored in secure storage at 
district or school offices, the ELPA Initial Screening can be administered during times of 
the year when Spring ELPA materials are unavailable. A final difference is the recording 
and scoring of student raw scores on the Office of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) secure website at www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure to obtain instant stu-
dent reports. 
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Features of the ELPA Initial Screening 
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The cover page of each ELPA Initial Screening assessment includes its assessment level 
and is color-coded to that level. Since all ELL students will take the ELPA Initial Screen-
ing matched to their grade of enrollment, assessment items have been selected to rep-
resent a broad range of ability, making it more likely that ELLs who are new to the 
United States will be able to answer some items with confidence. 
 
For any Speaking section, each student should be administered the assessment individu-
ally. All other ELPA sections can be administered either individually or in a group. 
 
Each test booklet contains four domains, or sections: 
• Listening, with easy-to-administer multiple-choice questions; 
• Reading, with easy-to-administer multiple-choice questions; 
• Writing, a two-part section containing multiple-choice and open-ended questions; 

and 
• Speaking, an individually administered set of performance tasks, scored by the as-

sessment administrator or proctor at the time of administration. 
 
Listening 
The Listening section is a group-administered assessment. It measures a student’s      
understanding of spoken English. The tasks begin with shorter segments of speech or 
conversation, and proceed to longer ones. 
• All Listening items are multiple-choice items, each worth 1 point. 
 
Reading 
The Reading section is a group-administered assessment. It includes measures of several 
different reading skills. The reading selections selected are those that closely resemble 
the kinds of materials that students read in school and in everyday life. 
• All Reading items are multiple-choice items, each worth 1 point. 
 
Writing 
The Writing section contains two parts and is group-administered. The first part, Writing 
Conventions, contains multiple-choice items; the second part contains constructed-
response items. 
• Items assessing the understanding of Writing Conventions are multiple-choice, each 

worth 1 point. 
• Constructed-response Writing items have different rubrics that are found in the ELPA 

Initial Screening Directions for Administration (Levels I and II) or in the correspond-
ing Answer Documents (Levels III, IV, and V). 



Features of the ELPA Initial Screening (cont.) 

Speaking 
The Speaking section is an individually-administered, free-response assessment. After 
going through a simple warm-up, the student performs various speaking tasks that are 
scored by the Assessment Administrator or Proctor. 
• Speaking items requiring students to appropriately respond to a question based on a 

prompt they hear are each worth a maximum of 2 points. 
• Speaking items requiring students to retell a story are each worth a maximum of 4 

points. 
• Speaking items requiring students to tell a story from a set of visual prompts are 

each worth a maximum of 4 points. 
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Scoring the Spring 2008 ELPA 
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A member of school or district staff can be given special access on the OEAA Secure Site 
at www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure in order to enter in raw scores for students and ob-
tain the instant reports shown in this guide.  This is called ELPA Screener User access.  A 
District ELPA Coordinator can grant this access.  For help in getting access, please con-
tact the OEAA at (877) 560-8378. 
 
For help in inputting scores and printing reports, please refer to the public ELPA Web 
site at www.michigan.gov/elpa or call the OEAA at (877) 560-8378. 
 
Criteria set by Michigan educators are used to score all ELPA items and develop rubrics 
used to score Writing and Speaking items. 
 
Scale Score 
Scale scores differ by the level of the assessment taken so that students who get the 
same number correct score but on different levels of the assessment, or who took the 
same assessment level but are in different grades, may have different scale scores. This 
is because the scale score accounts for the differing difficulty on different levels of the 
assessment. 
 
Note that this is why it is very important to know which grade corresponds to which as-
sessment level before the ELPA Initial Screening is administered, and the verify that the 
student taking the assessment is participating in the right assessment level of the ELPA 
Initial Screening.  See any ELPA Initial Screening Directions for Administration for more 
information on which grade levels correspond to which assessment levels during the two 
cycles of the ELPA Initial Screening. 
 
A raw score is reported for each student who participated in that section (domain) of 
the assessment. A raw score is defined as the number correct on a given domain.  Note 
that because the Comprehension score is computed from select Listening and Reading 
section items, a Comprehension scale score may not appear if a student did not attempt 
enough items from either or both of the two contributing domains. 
 
A three-digit overall scale score is reported for each student who participated in all 
four sections of the assessment (Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking). Since the 
overall scale score is computed from a combination of all raw scores, it is a numerical 
expression of how a student performed generally across all of the domains of the ELPA.  
Each overall scale score corresponds to one of the four overall performance levels. 
 



Scoring the Spring 2008 ELPA (cont.) 

Cut Scores 
The cut score is the minimum expected scale score for a proficient student. The cut 
scores vary by grade level because what is expected of a proficient student becomes 
greater with increases in grade level. Therefore, each grade level has its own cut scores 
for each domain. Cut scores are recommended by a panel comprised of educators and 
other stakeholders throughout the state as part of the standard setting process. The 
Michigan State Board of Education approved the final cut scores and performance level 
ranges for the Spring ELPA, on which the ELPA Initial Screening is based. 
 
For reference, the ELPA Initial Screening overall cut scores for Proficient are: 
 
        Leaf Cycle    Snowflake Cycle 
 
Grade K  530   531 
 
Grade 1  531   578 
 
Grade 2  578   598 
 
Grade 3  598   625 
 
Grade 4  625   630 
 
Grade 5  630   636 
 
Grade 6  636   637 
 
Grade 7  637   647 
 
Grade 8  647   653 
 
Grade 9  653   663 
 
Grade 10  663   668 
 
Grade 11  668   668 
 
Grade 12  668   679 
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Scoring the Spring 2008 ELPA (cont.) 
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Performance Level 
For the ELPA Initial Screening, a performance level is defined as a range of scale scores 
that corresponds to student proficiency levels of Advanced Proficient, Proficient, Inter-
mediate, and Basic. Because the skills required for proficiency increase with grade 
level, the ranges for these levels of proficiency also change with grade level. 
 
The proficiency levels are generally defined as: 
 
Advanced Proficient – This student's performance indicates substantial understanding 
and application of complex English language skills in the areas of listening, reading, 
writing, speaking and comprehension as defined for Michigan students at this grade 
level.  On ELPA Initial Screening reports, this is abbreviated “AP.” 
 
Proficient – This student’s performance indicates sufficient or well-developed English 
language acquisition in the areas of listening, reading, writing, and speaking as defined 
for Michigan students at this grade level.  On ELPA Initial Screening reports, this is ab-
breviated “P.” 
 
Intermediate – This student’s performance indicates partial, developing, or emerging 
English language acquisition in the areas of listening, reading, writing, and speaking as 
defined for Michigan students at this grade level.  On ELPA Initial Screening reports, this 
is abbreviated “I.” 
 
Basic – This student’s performance indicates minimal or no English language acquisition 
in the areas of listening, reading, writing, and speaking as defined for Michigan students 
at this grade level.  On ELPA Initial Screening reports, this is abbreviated “B.” 
 
 
Leaf Cycle Kindergarten Performance Levels 
Note that during the Leaf Cycle, incoming Kindergarten students are assessed with Lis-
tening and Speaking domains only.  Since there are fewer items that can be scored, 
three, not four, performance levels are reported:  Basic (B), Intermediate (I), and Profi-
cient (P).  The Advanced Proficient (AP) level is not reported. 



Report Descriptions and Samples 

ELPA Initial Screening Individual Student Report 
 
The Individual Student Report provides a summary description of the overall perform-
ance level of each student in order to help educators identify the English language 
strengths of their students and areas that may need improvement.  Information from 
this report is helpful in conversations with classroom teachers and parents, along with 
other criteria used to judge student performance, when making decisions for placement 
into ELL services. 
 
Section A shows the name and code of the school and district that the student attends. 
A Class/Group number is reported if a school chose to use this optional field code.  This 
section also shows the name and icon associated with the ELPA Initial Screening cycle 
when the student was assessed, and the grade level for the student. 
 
Section B lists the student name and date of birth along with the date the student was 
assessed with the ELPA Initial Screening. Note that both the District Student ID and the 
State of Michigan’s Unique Identification Code (UIC) number are provided for that     
student. 
 
Section C indicates the proficiency level of the student based on the student’s overall 
score found in Section D (below). This will be one of four proficiency levels: Basic,    
Intermediate, Proficient, or Advanced Proficient.  (For Kindergarten students assessed 
during the Leaf cycle, this will be one of three proficiency levels, Basic, Intermediate, 
or Proficient.) 
 
The chart in this section shows the overall performance score as well as the Advanced 
Proficient cut score for this grade level, which is defined as the minimum expected 
score that a Advanced Proficient student would show for the overall score.  Comparison 
of the student’s overall performance score with the Advanced Proficient cut score can 
aid in making determinations about student placement in ELL services. 
 
The chart also shows student performance in terms of total points correct out of a total 
of points possible on the ELPA Initial Screening, and a letter code for the overall       
performance level.  A graphic to the right shows a visual representation of how that  
student scored along the four performance level ranges.  Note that this graphic will not 
appear for Kindergarten students who were assessed during the Leaf cycle. 
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Report Descriptions and Samples (cont.) 
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Section D lists each language domain that was assessed on the ELPA Initial Screening.  
The “Pts Earned” and “Max Pts Possible” columns shows the number of points the stu-
dent earned against the total number of points possible for easy reference. A narrative 
provides a general explanation of student instructional standards at the student’s grade 
level.  The Comprehension domain is composed of Reading and Listening domains. 
 
Below this table is an explanation of performance level codes and the date and time the 
report was produced. 



Report Descriptions and Samples (cont.) 
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Report Descriptions and Samples (cont.) 
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ELPA Initial Screening Class Roster Report 
 
The Class Roster Report provides summary score information by class or group for over-
all scores as well as each domain with detailed information for each student assessed. 
This report may include multiple pages to report all students in a particular class or 
group. 
 
Section A shows the name and code of the school and district for the class or group.  A 
Class/Group number is reported if a school chose to use this optional field code; stu-
dents will simply be listed in simple alphabetical order if this code was not used.  This 
section also shows the name and icon associated with the ELPA Initial Screening cycle 
when the students were assessed, and the grade level for the class or group. 
 
Section B lists the student names, matched with each student’s UIC code and date of 
birth. These students are separated by grade level within their school, which is noted in 
section A. 
 
Section C indicates the overall proficiency scale scores of each student and their corre-
sponding proficiency level in letter code format. The letter codes correspond to his one 
of the four proficiency levels: Basic (B), Intermediate (I), Proficient (P), and Advanced 
Proficient (AP).  The overall scale score is listed in a three-digit format.  The total num-
ber of points earned across the four domains is shown along with the total number of 
points possible. 
 
The table in this section then provides information in detail for each domain assessed on 
the ELPA Initial Screening, including Comprehension. 
 
At the bottom of the chart, totals are shown for students in each class or group and in 
each grade level at the school that corresponds to the Class Roster report. 
 
Section D offers an explanation of performance level codes and shows the date and 
time the report was produced. 



Report Descriptions and Samples (cont.) 

13 



Contact Information 
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The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) welcomes your       
comments and suggestions. We are committed to providing Michigan educators, parents, 
and other stakeholders with an assessment program of the highest quality and reliabil-
ity. 
 
If you have questions regarding the ELPA Initial Screening, please contact the OEAA.  
 
Phone:  1-877-560-8378 (toll-free) 
Fax:   517-335-1186 
E-Mail:  mde-elpa@michigan.gov 
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